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L —_:'_' Dear Human Servrces Commrssron, .

_name is Anthony DrVrttorro and Tam the Executwe D1rector of Blue Cap, a soc1al 3
-+ sérvice agency located in Blue Island Iflinois that since 1967 has provided services and

v .__.supports to children and, adults w1th developmental disabilities. Currently Blue Cap is .
providing these services to over: 300 iridividuals. These individuals-and their famrlres have .

- the'setvices and supports that many times are essential in ordet to live. ‘They are vulnerable :
o jffpcople whose fragrle ex1stence is magnlfled by a. hfe long dlsab111ty ‘

'”_-:.fToday, the state faces an economy that challenges everyone. Thls challenge is magmﬁed by
- “~the poor fiscal decisions of the past. But, is the answer to the’ current ecotiomic environment
. "and systemic challenges to harm the people who in society are some of the most vulnérable?
- The state’s practice of delaymg payments to provrders of vital services like Blue Capasa’

e "Way of solvmg its budget shortfalls isnota harmless tool w1th0ut consequences for the

o ‘people we serve ' - :

' ,,__Blue Cap also has to survive in these economrc hard times. Our donors continue to give to _

~ “our cause but they also struggle and today ecan’t grve as- they wish they could, or as they have

- - inthe past Our cost of operations continues to rise. The price of fuel, heat, electrncrty, :
B 1nsurance and a mountarn of other éxpenses. have mcreased while: the' last increase in fundmg
X ;_'from Illrno1s was back in 2007 and it was just2.5%. Thrs is not g stable foundatlon on whrch ‘
¥ to provrde serv1ces and supports to- people N S '

anx1ety, it forces scarce resources to be diverted to pay interest on‘loans 50 that we can pay -

- qur staff and b1lls, and keep our doorsopen. It has forced us to refiriance our burldrngs in -

. ordér to build a cash flow, which in turn creates long terni ‘debt with long term 1mplroat1ons g
“The payment delays with vncertain'endings has forced Blue Cap 0 five day to day borfowing -
- against tomorrow because the State of" Illmo1s is not able to live up to it’s current oblrgatrons'_

o today : : : : :

s -_:My hope for this Commlssron i§ riot 10 make life easy for hurnan service provtders My hope .

" s that-as Tllinois has to imake hard choices that involve hardship, that the pain-we all must
 bear is spread appropr1ately among its citizens. Surely solving these challenges ot the backs
~of people with drsab1llt1es and their famrlres is not what anyone wants-or supports

. Executivk Director
' Blue.Ca_p"

) .. ‘come to depend on BlugCap to understand and navigate the system so that they may receive <. ..

e In forcmg Blue Cap to operate Wartrng to be pa1d f'or months ata’ time- does more than create . -



